
6th Grade Quick Recall Tiebreakers

Blue Grass Academic Conference

2015

Copyright © 2015 Academic Hallmarks



6th Grade Quick Recall Tiebreakers  Round 1  Page 1
1 . Jars Math
Every second, the amount of liquid draining into a jar 
doubles.  When is the jar half full if the jar fills in 20 
seconds?

19 seconds 
2 . Medical Poetry
This is about a young person's visit to what kind of 
medical practitioner?
  He tilts me back, my head nearly touches the
   floor--
  I hope those pliers are to fix the door.
  Do I smell gas?  It'll dull my mind,
  Removing all evidence
  Of an unspeakable crime.

dentist 
3 . Vehicle Comparisons
If a stagecoach travels at 8 miles per hour and a 
supersonic transport travels at 1448 miles per hour, 
how many times faster is the latter?

181 
4 . Bird Roasting
Roasting a turkey typically requires 20 minutes per 
pound in a 350 degree oven.  How long would it take 
to roast a 24-pound bird?

8 hours 
5 . Cooking Processes
What cooking process requires a food to be 
completely immersed in hot fat or oil?

deep-frying 

6 . Birds
What do birds lose when they molt?

feathers 
7 . Proverbial Addition
According to the proverb, two wrongs will not make 
one what?

a right 
8 . Mermaids
What word completes this verse by Ogden Nash?
  Say not the mermaid is a myth,
  I knew one once named Mrs. Smith.
  She stood while playing cards or knitting;
  Mermaids are not equipped for ...

sitting 
9 . Consecutive Integers
What are two consecutive integers whose sum is 45?

22, 23 
1 0 . Proverb Parodies
What is the participle in the original version of the 
proverb parodied as follows?
  An empty pot never boils.

watched 
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1 . Astronomical Paths
Name the pathway the Earth travels in making one 
round trip around the Sun.

orbit 
2 . Commuting
It takes Sarah 1 hour and 15 minutes to drive to work. 
Given that she works 5 days per week, what is her total 
commuting time in a month?

50 hours 
3 . Science
What field is the study of cosmic bodies?

astronomy 
4 . Perimeters
In feet, what is the perimeter of an octagon with 
12-inch sides?

8 feet 
5 . Tense Transformations
Transform this line into the past tense.
  She rides a killer whale.

She rode a killer whale. 

6 . Children's Literature
Created by Oliver Goldsmith, what character owned 
only a single shoe until someone finally gave her a 
pair?

Goody Two-Shoes 
7 . Light
What occupies all of the space behind an opaque 
object that has a light source in front of it?

a shadow 
8 . Celebrations
In 2014, when the United States celebrated its 
birthday, how old was the country?

238 years 
9 . Roman Numerals
Express the number of units in a baker's dozen as a 
Roman numeral.

XIII 
1 0 . Western Song Lyrics
According to the lyrics of the song, "Home on the 
Range," what two kinds of animals play in the same 
region where the buffalo roam?

deer, antelope 
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1 . Injuries
What is the name for a deep, ragged cut through the 
skin?

gash (rent, tear) 
2 . Zoology
What do all hexapods have?

6 feet (legs) 
3 . Candidates
Wht is the political term for the naming of a candidate 
for public office?

nomination 
4 . Homespun Meteorology
What term for a drenching completes this line about 
trees leafing in the spring?
  If the oak is before the ash
    Then you'll only get a splash.
  If the ash precedes the oak,
    Then you may expect a ...

soak 
5 . Proportions
What is the fourth term in this proportion?
  2/7 = 12/x

42 

6 . Directions
Hedda Hopper hopped ten yards east, turns right and 
hops another ten yards.  She again turns right and 
hops ten yards.  She then makes a 45-degree turn to 
the left and hops straight.  In which direction is Hedda 
hopping now?

southwest 
7 . Winnie the Pooh
The Heffalump in the Winnie-the-Pooh stories most 
closely resembles what mammal?

elephant 
8 . Reciprocals
What is the reciprocal of .04?

25 
9 . National Statistics
What do statistician call the number of people 
inhabiting any given country?

population 
1 0 . Refrains
What are the two prepositional phrases in the refrain 
of the "Star Spangled Banner"?

of the free, of the brave 
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1 . Refraction
Sometimes after a rainstorm, sunlight is refracted, 
reflected, and refracted again in droplets of water.  
Name the resulting arc-like dispersion.

rainbow (spectrum) 
2 . Pooch Stories
What story by Dodie Smith begins with this?
  Not long ago, there lived in London a young
  married couple of dalmatians named Pongo
  and Misses Pongo.

101 Dalmatians 
3 . Chemical Processes
What is removed through dehydration?

water 
4 . Geology
What adjective indicates wood that has been fossilized 
and turned into stone?

petrified 
5 . Consecutive Integers
The sum of what three consecutive integers is 129?

42, 43, 44 

6 . Vaporization
What is the common term for the rapid vaporization 
of a liquid resulting from the application of heat?

boiling 
7 . Vocal Music
"Three Blind Mice," "Frere Jacques," and "Row, Row, 
Row Your Boat" are examples of what kind of 
compositions for at least two voices that enter with the 
same melody at different times?

rounds 
8 . Stories
Who is the central character in the book from which 
this was taken?
  You must know that wooden puppets
  have the privilege of being seldom ill
  and of being cured very quickly.

Pinocchio 
9 . Ocean Currents
Name the warm ocean current that flows northward 
through the Atlantic after leaving the Gulf of Mexico.

Gulf Stream 
1 0 . Planetary Heating
The Sun heats the Earth the most at the equator and 
least at what regions?

the poles 
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1 . Children's Literature
Jean de Brunhoff wrote about adventures of a little 
elephant whose name was what?

Babar 
2 . English Allegories
One book in "The Chronicles of Narnia" by C.S. 
Lewis is entitled, "The Voyage of the Dawn" what?

Treader 
3 . Vocabulary
What term can either indicate the lower leg of a 
cooked chicken or a rod for beating a drum?

drumstick 
4 . Electricity
What is the common term for the sensation caused by 
an electrostatic discharge?

shock 
5 . Reflections
What is the term for the distinct reflection of a sound 
which can be distinguished from the original sound?

echo 

6 . Storms
Tornadoes have never been observed on which 
continent?

Antarctica 
7 . Giants
In Greek mythology, what kind of primordial giant 
had a single eye in the middle of his forehead?

Cyclops 
8 . Astronomy
What heavenly bodies beyond Earth's atmosphere 
leave a trail of debris behind them?

comets 
9 . Quadruped Quotations
What character says these things in a series of books 
by A.A. Milne?
  -They're funny things, accidents.  You never
    have them till you're having them.
  -After all, what are birthdays?  Here today
    and gone tomorrow.
  -It just shows what can be done by taking a
    little trouble.  Do you see, Pooh?  Do you see,
    Piglet?  Brains first and then hard work.

Eeyore 
1 0 . Icebergs
With increasing distance from their source, what 
happens to icebergs?

They become smaller (shrink, reduced in size) 
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1 . State Nicknames
What is the Mount Rushmore state?

South Dakota 
2 . Antonyms
Change the word "happy" into its antonym by adding 
two letters.

unhappy 
3 . Big Numbers
Many astronomers think there are at least 200 billion 
billion stars.  That is a 2 with how many zeros behind 
it?

twenty 
4 . Contradictory Proverbs
What proverb about an elderly canine means the 
opposite of this one?
  You're never too old to learn.

You can't teach an old dog new tricks. 
5 . Prefixes
What does the prefix in these words mean?
  thermal, thermometer, thermocouple,
  thermodynamic, thermoelectric

heat (warm, hot) 

6 . Integers
Find two consecutive integers whose sum is 35.

17, 18 
7 . Arctic Explorers
What was the nationality of the first explorer to reach 
the North Pole?

American 
8 . Homonyms
Spell the two homonyms that mean "to listen" and "in 
this location."

hear, here 
9 . Sayings
According to the proverb, what killed the cat?

curiosity 
1 0 . Fins
Name the wide, flat fins located toward the anterior 
end of marine mammals.

flippers 
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1 . Rodents
What big rodents, often more than 3 feet long and 
weighing up to 55 pounds, have broad, flat tails 
covered with scaly skin?

beavers 
2 . Trees
What plants with the biggest seeds in the world grow 
along the coasts of South Sea islands?

coconut 
3 . Shel Silverstein
Who is this poem about?
  I'm ----, the world's dirtiest man,
  I have never taken a shower,
  I can't see my shirt - it's so covered with dirt, 
  And my ears have enough to grow flowers

Dirty Dan 
4 . Meteorology
Formed by condensation, what consists of visible 
aggregates of minute droplets of water or tiny crystals 
of ice?

clouds 
5 . Legends
What is the shape of the legendary piece of furniture 
associated with the kingdom of Camelot?

round 

6 . Borrowed Words
These words were borrowed from what language?
  tsunami, tempura, sumo, bonsai, dojo

Japanese 
7 . Plant Parts
A bud on a plant may develop into a shoot, leaf, or 
what else?

flower 
8 . Navigation
Mariners depended upon what tall structures topped 
with beacons to navigate safely along coastlines at 
night?

l ighthouses 
9 . Horse Anatomy
Name the long hair on a horse's neck.

mane 
1 0 . O z
What character created by L. Frank Baum says this?
  Once I had brains, and a heart also.  So having
  tried both, I should much rather have a heart.

tin man 
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1 . Alaskan History
In 1906, the Alaska governor's office was moved from 
Sitka to what other town that became the state capital?

Juneau 
2 . Anagram Apparel
"Goat" is an anagram for what garment worn by 
citizens of ancient Rome?

toga 
3 . Dinosaur Grammar
What adverb meaning "presently" or "still" completes 
this ditty?
  The dinosaur,
  The dinosaur,
  Was once
  But isn't ...

anymore 
4 . State Borders
Which of the first 48 states has the longest eastern 
border?

California 
5 . Loose Change
One day it happened that Jill, John, and Jerry each had 
three dimes, four nickels, and two quarters in their 
pockets.  How much money did they have together?

$3.30 

6 . Musical Instruments
What metal percussion musical instrument has the 
shape of a three-sided polygon open at one angle?

triangle 
7 . English Literature
Complete this title by Rudyard Kipling.
  How the Leopard Got His ...

Spots 
8 . Native Americans
The Crow, Cheyenne, Mandan, Pawnee, Cree, and 
Sioux were among the tribes that originally lived in a 
vast grassland region of North America called what?

the Great Plains 
9 . Directions
Many maps indicate two somewhat different directions 
for north.  One direction is true north.  What is the 
other type of north?

magnetic north 
1 0 . Factoring
What are the prime factors of 315?

3, 3, 5, 7 
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1 . Curious Mammals
What rodent seems to have a mania for carrying all 
kinds of things to his nest which may be up to five 
feet in diameter?

pack rat 
2 . Poisons
What is the collective name for chemical poisons used 
to eradicate insects?

insecticides 
3 . Speech
What is the name for any speech sound that is not a 
vowel?

consonant 
4 . Cube Constructions
If you had to paint the exposed sides of a wall of 
cubes six cubes wide and three cubes high, how many 
faces of the cubes would have to be painted?

48 
5 . Spoonerisms
"Clue of tubs" is a spoonerism for what card in a 
deck?

two of clubs 

6 . Characters of Fantasy
Mr. and Mrs. Beaver who are important heroic 
characters in what classic fantasy novel by C.S. Lewis?

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe 
7 . Nickels
What is the value of 12 nickels?

60 cents 
8 . Seasons
What season is it in the Northern Hemisphere when the 
North Pole is tilted toward the Sun?

summer 
9 . Constellations
Next to Cepheus is the constellation Draco, which 
means what?

dragon 
1 0 . Word Squares
What is the third word in the word square if the first 
two are "bag" and "ape"?

get 
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1 . Multiplication
If any factor in a multiplication problem is zero, the 
product will be what?

zero 
2 . Pronunciation
What special kind of letters are in these words?
  forecastle, whistle, aisle, campaign, scissors

silent letters 
3 . Dogs and Other Annoyances
The Smidleys have a gorgeous Samoyed that lives in 
their house.  This only presents a problem about three 
weeks a year when the dog loses about ten full bags of 
hair.  Name this annual hair loss.

shedding 
4 . The Globe
What hemisphere lies between the equator and a 
latitude of 90 degrees south?

Southern Hemisphere 
5 . Unusual Mammals
The hair of an albino raccoon is what color?

white 

6 . Opening Lines
The name for what village in the Shire completes this 
opening line of a fantasy?
  When Mr. Bilbo Baggins of Bag End announced
  that he would shortly be celebrating his
  eleventyfirst birthday with a party of
  special magnificence, there was much talk
  and excitement in ...

Hobbiton 
7 . Sentence Parts
What is the simple predicate in this example?
  Frankie has been searching for you and the
  other contortionists all morning.

has been searching 
8 . Multiples
What is the least common multiple of 11 and 8?

88 
9 . Mammals
After the moose, what is the next largest member of 
the deer family?

elk (wapiti) 
1 0 . Mourning
An official way of indicating mourning is to fly the 
U.S. flag at half what?

staff (mast) 


